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A ETEP TOWAED A COMPROMISE.

JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE PRESIDENCY—A TEN-
DENCY TO WHANGLE, HOWEVER, IN THE HOUSE
—JIEAD MONEY,

A large joint committee of Congress has been
nted to agree on a settlement in regard

to the electoral vete if poesible. The House
yesterdny was the scenc of a heated debate on
the Louisiana election. Sharp hits were made
by Mr. Cox, Mr. Townsend, and others. The
ty of & head-money tax was earnestly
debated in committee by men from New-York

and Boston. No business of importance of a

general character was transacted by Congress.

JOINT COMMITTEE. Al
SEVEN MENRERS OF EACH HOUSE TO AGREE ON A
SETTLEMENT OF THE PRESIDENTIAL QUESIION.
|BY TELEGRAFH TO TilE TRINUNE.|

agmseToy, Dee. 15, Accompanying the report

of the Judiciary Committee of the House on the
McCrary resolution yesterday, and preceding the
resolution for a special committee on the privileges,
powers, and dutiea of the House in counting the
yote for President, was & resolution which escaped
general notice. The reaglution in reality amounted

£30,000, and increasing that for the Honse commit-
teos, including the cowmittes sent to Northern
cities, from $21,000 to $30,000,

GROVER'S FRIENDS IN THE SENATE.
A PROFUSION OF TECHNICAL FXCUBES FOUND FOR

HIM—DEMOCRATS EVADE THE [S5UE OF MORAL-:

ITY AXD LEGALITY.
[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]

WasmNeToN, Dee. 15.—The Democrats in
the Semuite eontiune to trent the Oregon case with an
evident look of frankness and apparent want of sineer-
ity. Thoy find all sorts of technical excuses for Gov.
Grover's action. Thoey delve diligently in English and
American law reports for cnses which can be twisted
into the form of precedents. They deprecate all eritl-
clsm upon the Governor's action, and try to muke him
out as a clant in politics, who rigorously adbcred to his

consclentious view of his doty in the prem-
lses.  They decline, however, to say whether
they  think his  action  right, either from

& legal or & moral polnt of view. No amount of
guestionlag on the part of the Republicons ean make
them somumit themseives on the essential polnt of the
question. Tho only explanation of their conduct fs that
in leaving open this vital question of the rightfulness
and legnlity of Gov. Grover's performance, they desire
uot to debar themselves from taking a position in open
Aofense of his action in case the necessition of the polit-
feal situation may h frer seem to d d It. Thus
they are in reality engaged in fortifying the approaches
tomy which, although not very defenmble, they

1o taking preliminary measures for a compromi of
the difference between the Honse and the Sonate, It
provided for & committee of seven membere to act in
conjunction with any similar committee that may
be appointed by the Senate, to prepare and report
without delay such a measure, either legialative or
constitutional, as may be the best caleulated to ac-
compligh the desired end of determining questions
with regard to the legality and validity of the elec-
tion returns. In substance it is the McCrary resoln-
tion itself. Tho action of the House in adopting
this was notified to the Benate to-day, and Mr. Ed-
munds promptly offered a resolation for the appoint-
ment of a committes on the part of the Senate.
Under the rulea this was laid over until Monday.
1t will then be taken up aud passed, no doubt by a
gnanimous vote. Thus the two Houses will be
brought together by committees charged with the
duty of examining ull the g of ersy,
and arranging, if possible, a settlement upon which
both ean agree.
1t is highly important that the members of these
committes shall represent the moderate and con-
pervative sentiment of both parties, and that bitter
shall have no place upon them. The Sen-
ate should appoint fromgamong the Republicans
such wen a8 Edmunds, Morrill, Conkling, and
Wright, and on the Democratic side Mr. Bayard's
pame naturally suggests itself, In the House no
better man than Scott Lord could be found to head
the committee, while Benjamin Hill, H. B. Payue,
John Hauncock, Col. Lamar, Hooker of Mississippi,
and Tucker of Virginia, or men of similar character,
would be among the best who could be found to
complete the majority. Among the Republicans
there are many who could be depended upon to act
with jodicial calmness, Of these there may be
pamed Gen. Carfield, Henry L. Peirce, Charles Fos-
ter, Prof. Seelye, Mr. McCrury, Mr. Luwrence, Mr.
Monroe, and others. ‘S8ensible men in both Houses
begin to see how profitless pud even dangerous is
continnons partisan disenssion, and they will be
strougly disposed to support any recommendation of
the committee which will tend to allay the popular
excitement and bring about & speedy and fair ad-
Justment of the troublesome questions growing out
of the disputed election.

S
PARTY RAMPANT IN THE HOUSE.
LACK OF CALMNESS IN DEBATING THE LOUISIANA
ELECTION—A LAUGH AT MR. COX.
[BY TELEGRAPHE TO THE TRIBUNE |
WasniNaToy, Dee. 15.—Every heated discnssion
like that which took place in the House to-day upon

~ the bill making appropriations for the expense for
| the investigating committees sent South does more

barm than good. Calw, statesmaunlike considera-
sion of the nice questions of law and policy involved
in the present coutroversy is needed to bring about
a satisfactory solution of them. Every time thata
wrangle takes place in the House or the Senate over
any of the questions now at issne the fire of purty
spirit is kindled anew, and the men whose duty it ia
to enltivate & judicial spirit becomne mwore and more
unfitted for the duties they will be called upon to

perform,

Just how far the proceedings of the Louisiana Re-
turning Board were public, and just how much the
people of the country know about its proceedings,
are matters which onght to lead to no discussion.
1t was therefore equally unfair for Mr. Cox to assert
that the Returning Board held its meetings in
secret and for Mr, Hale to deny it. The board did
open all the returns from evory parish in the State
in the presence of the visiting committees from the
North ; and when it considered such testimony as
sccompanied  the * returns from contested pa-
rishes, counsel for the candidates on
both sides were allowed to be present,
All afidavits and interrogatories introduced by each
sido were also snbmitted to the other for cross-ex-
ammation. But when the important duty of weigh-

~ ingand acting upon the evidence submitted was

reached, the Lonisiana Returning Board closed ita
doots upon everybody and kept its procoedings
strictly secret. No one kuows to-day what took
place st the meetings of the Returning Board held
between the last Saturday and Tueslay afternoons
of its seasion. No one knows what evidence they
considered as worthy of consideration and what
they mjected. No one knows except unofficially
which pacisbes were counted as returned by the

~ election officers and the returns from which were

mejected in part or in whole.
Mr. Cox was also unfair in his stmectures on Lhe

bosed touching their refusal to produce papers be-

':1 fore the committee now in Louisiana. Those pa-

pems are official State documents, which must be
prosented to the Logislature at its meeting next

" manth, If they should be lost or mutilated there

i

X

would be no evidence by which to determine the re-

sult of the late slection. It is therofore eminently

proper that the board shall guard these papers with
 the greafest care, But the board has already

allowed the committes to copy them all, and ample
- opportanity will no doabt be given for the commit-
~ feo to satisfy itsclf that those copies are in every
- Pespect accurate,

Mr, Hale, on the other hand, gave & very unsatis-
factory explanation of the failure of the Returning
Board t6 make good its number by the appointment
o affth member. He said that the place had been
ollted to 4 number of Domocrats, all of Whom re-

 tudig it. This is positively denied by the
Lo accept positively ¥

feur they may be obliged to take refuge upon,

Benator Wallace, alone amoug his associntes, expreased
n definite and distinet opinlon on the Oregon affair to-
dny. He beld that thePb were in reality only two elec-
tors logally appolnted, and that therefore the State had
forfeited one of ita thres clectoral votes,

Benator Thurman made another speech to-day exeus-
fng Gov. Grover's action, He had the Scorvtury read a
four column letter from Judge Hoadley of Cloelunati to
The Commereial, In which the Judge gave from mowory
tho substance of the opinlon furnlshed te Gov, Grover at
at the instance of Tilden's friends. In the course of this
letter the Judge referred, as if belleving it, to the absurd
story tly publislied of o plracy beiween Beta-
tor 8herman and Gen. Sherman to scize npon theG overo-
ment aftor the 4th of March, The Scnator luterrapted
the reading. Bmiling at the absurdity of the idea, be
el that the statement wan o lle so palpable that be did
not suppose it could deeetve any one; ho waa gurprised
to find that his old friend Jodge Hoadley, who had been
bobbing nround & good deal of late in politics, had been
taken lu by it

DISCUSSING THE HEAD-MONEY TAX.
HAMILTON HILL OF BOSTON AND MRE. RANDOLPR
AGAINST IT IN COMMITTEE—MR. DEVLIN “oF
NEW-YORK IN FAVOIL
|BY TELEGRAPH TN THE TRINUNE.|

WasaiNGgToN, Dee. 15.—The bill intreduced
by Mr, Cox lust sesslon st the suggeaiion of the New-
York Emlgration Commission, legalizing the eollect lon of
£2 head money for ench Immigrant arviviog st onr At-
lantlo ports, was discussed during the whole session of
the Commeree Committec of the Houso to-day, Genthe
men from New-York and Boston represented those who
favor and those who oppose the mensure,

Hamilton Hill, representing the Boston Bonrd of Trade,
was the first speaker. He directed the attention of the
Committeo to numerous resolutions adopted by wectings
of business men in varons parta of the country doring
the past few years In regard to the collection of head
money. He sald that the Doston Board of Trowle had
put itaclf on record over and over agnin graingt it The
passage of the bill is not now urged, he saild, hy the rep-
resentative of any commercial, manufacturing, or ngri-
enltural interest of the country ; some of the members
of the Massachusetts Board of State Charities have been
anxlous that there shovld be some legislation on the snb-
Joct, bul as far as he could find out un bhoarvd of Buae
charities representing awy commonwenith fo  the
tiglon hua declared ltself In  favor of this
particnlar bill; "the only orranization which nrgrs ita
passage is the New-York Eulgration Commission: that
body prepared the bill aud Its representatiyes aloue ap-
poar lifits beball. The theory of (I Wenstire, e, HIN
snid, I8 that every lmmigeant coming Into the United
Bintes is A pauper, and that it Is therefore necessary to
eollect #2 head money for each one In order to establish
 fund for bis futare support. No other theory will Justify
its passace. The bill aleo requires the ngents of steat-
ship eompuuies to aslt of all pusscugers cerfain ques-
tions in order to provent the landing in this country of
eriminals, panpers, and others whom public polioy fe-
quires ehall not become u part of our population. The
truth is that such people will have no difculty in an-
swering the questions proposed.

Mr. Hull then spoke at some length of the Aebt which
this country owes to immigration, aBd drew the conclu-
sion that the Unlted States ean well affurd to hear the
ineidental ovils which have nceompnnied it, He bolleves
that fthe class of immigrauls which now arrives come-
prises, as & geuernl rule, people of Intelllgenee, who buve
detinite plans before they leave thelr own country ; and
he thinks that the necessary provision for the care of its
paupers is & matter for each Btate to manage for itaelf,
Boston, he sald, has mado perfeel arrangemionts; the
Ewmigration Commission, ln bebalf of the Blate, exatnines
every person arriving and allows none except proper
ones to pass ; others are probibited from landing. The
same system prevalls in Philadelpbin and Baltimore. In
order to accomplish what the New-York Emigration
Commission desires, he would advise that organization
to invite representatives of boards of trade from the
Atlantie coast and the greut West to a conference, in
which some menasure can be devised that would bo mu-
tually satisfactory.

Mr. Devlin, representing the Emigration Commission
of New-York, muade a speech in favor of the bill. He
sald that the Boston emmnmlssioners have no legnl right
to prohibit any one from landing, nor can they legally
send back any improper person brought to this conntry
48 B passCTIger oD any vessel; the steamship companies
ean refuse to take sach persons back, and turn them into
the streets of Boston to wander at will, with no ous to
give them foformation or protection, He knew of no
boards of Btate charities In the United Btates who are
opposed to this Lill; the chief opposition comdcs frowm
boards of trade who are more or leas in sympathy with
steamship companies bringing lmmigrauts 1o tuls coun-
try. These compnuies, be sald, have always boen op-
posed to the collection of head money ; it s a question of
dollars and centa to them, but o matter of hnmmauity to
the Btate. He fllustrated the Importance of the measure
to Kew-York by quoting the statistics of lmmigration
during the lnst twenty-five years, In that pe
riod, he sald, out of 8,000,000 of immi-
granta who bave arrived In the United States,
6,000,000 have come through the port of New-York ;
pone of theso people have ever complsiued of the bead-
money tax; the measire I8 not ove of local importance
slonn; the West {8 equally benefited by the levying of
the tax; in tho institutions of the Empire Btate there are
to-day many persons who bLave been sent there from
Tows, Wisconeln, and other Western Btates, and who
would have hod to be supported at the expenso of those
States bad 1t not been for thi system.

s
JAPAN'S CONG RATULATIONS,
A LETTER FROM THE MIKADO IN REGARD TO THE
EXHIBITION,

WasnmaroN, Dee. 15.~The Japauese Min-
{ster to-day presented to the President s letter addressed
to him by the Mikado, of which the following is & trans

—

the President of the United Slates, aen.
BANT,

‘Goon Friexn : Now that the Expo-

!b:' lot.n.h,u:r' of your ﬁo':mur-

vernment has been eminently sucoessfal, T

write to cengrutulate yon wnd the %!n over whom

on preaide, From my subjects in ulted States I

R e sl ot ot o

. 2 inter A i our countries

ng
and
mﬂm . but slso prove an era othmnu.
vﬂluuﬂwnuln person by my Min e
Government, who has been to

nmmﬂmﬂmw directod

UTEURITO,
wnmmuumﬁmﬁam 9th year of
M

———
AFFRAY AT THE EBBITT HOURE,
0OL. FAIRFAX AND ASSISTANT DOORKEEPER S8CHELL
WOUND EACH OTHER BADLY.

Dee. 15.~During the last ses-
au the floer of the

To-night, while Mr. Eebell was sitting in the Ebbitt
House, Col. Falrfax entered and denouneed him for the
act and said he was pow *going to cut him for
i.” Mr. Bchell drew ® pocket-kulfe and
opencd It. Faurfax did the same, and the affray began.
The parties wers soon scparated by the bystanders, but
not before ench had recelved several cuts, Mr. Schell
received & cut in the right side, near the ribs, one ineh

long and an foch and a half deep, Col Fairfax
was badly ent in  the left side of the throat
o In  difcrent  parts  of the  persom, the

two cuts being in the breast and stomach. e
waa carriod to his room and physicians sammoned, who

AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTH

ACCES8 TO RECORDS REFUSED.
PRERIDENT ORTON REFUSES T0 PRODUCE TELE-
GRAMB—DISPATCII FROM OHATRMAN MORRISON,

New-Onreaxs, Dee, 15.—The following communi-
eation was telegraphed North to-night:
The Hon. BAMUEL RANDALL, Speaker, Washington, D. 0.2
Every obstacle bas been, and will be interposed to hin-
der the committee in the discharge of its duty. Repub-
lioan witnesses have been threatened, and dare not tes-
tify withont ineurring loss of position and personal

pronounced his injuries severe, but not dang Behell
walked to the ofice of Dr, Bliss, where lis wounds were
dregsod,

WASHINGTON NOTES.
WasiiNaroN, Friday, Dec. 15, 1676

The Investigation aa to New-Jersey's alleged ineligiblo
Prestdontinl elector, Benjamin Willlumson. was not con-
tined before the sub-committee of the Sennto Commil-
tee on Privileges and Elections this morning, None of
the witnesses appearced from that Brate. Chas. Bufel of
the T1Td Missouri District, who contested the seat of Gen.
D. M. Frostin the Electoral College of Missouri on 1he
ground thiut Frost had served in the Confederate Army
and had never had bis disabilities removed, appearcd ab
the committes room. He did vot give his testimony.
Certain !:ul'frﬁ filed with the Seeretary of Buste of Mis-
sourd, wiiloh the committes have enlled for, had mot ar-
rived, Mr, 8tifel does not wish to give his teatimony
until the papers are received. The cuse will bo tuken up
next Monday morning.

Hamilton Hill of Boston, Recretary of the Natlonal
Board of Trade, nddressed the House Commities on Cow-
merce to-day in opposition to the bill introduced by
Represoutative Cox of New-York, last session, "' to regiu-
late lmmigration.” Mr. Hill specially protested sgalust
that featire of the bill whieh provides for the eollection
of o per eqpiia tax of £2upon rveermlgrnul Junded at
any port i this country. Johin E. Devlio, counscl tor the
New-York' State Conunlesioners of lmmigration, wis
then teard by the committee In advocney of the hill.
Arguments on the subject will be Leard from other
gentlemen to-worrow.

The trustees, superintendents, and teachers of tho
varlous State and public institutions for tho instruntion
of the blind, representing the Interosts of over 90,000
blimd persoas in the Unlted States, have united ina petl-
tion to Congress iu rexard to the needs of the blind. In
wocordance with the views of The petitioners Represent-
ative Watterson's bill, ntrodnced yesterday, proposes an
approprinton of §F250,000, to s invested in bonds and
sob Bpast Jor o perpetual fund. The mterest ou o
bonds 1 to he pald over to the triustecs of the Auw rican
Printing House in Loulsville, to be expended iu printing
ponks for distribution smong the biind o the various in-
stitntions for the blind fu this country.

The Cabiuet meeting todlay was two hours long,  All
the members were prosent.  Thers was merely an In-
formal conversation about the political situation, nnd
especially regneding events st Columbla, No oflicial
action bus yet been taken cotcerniug the two clalmants
1 Governgr of Bouth Carolina, but thero s no duubit
that this gaestion will svon be formally considered.

On Monday next Benator Edmuuda will esll up the
Motrtem Uil to provide mew e hinery for the clection
of Prosident withoat fall,  The Scunte would have pro-
eoodid to fia considerntion to-duy bad It not beon for the
abevuce of one Bonator who desires to make n =peeel
wpon it Senator Edwuuds will pot walt for Mr. Murton
to roturn

Tho preparation of the Leglslative, Executive, and
fation bill by the House Sub-cominittes
& was begun to-day, and judgiug from
o, they will probubly be ready to report
it tee early next woe k.

The official teturns show that the Demorratie eleetors
for the Siate of Texas at large ecelved 108,612 votes |
Republican electors, 44,052 votes ] Democratie ma-
Jority, D000 total vote, 145, 1L, agalost s vole ut Lhw
Jaat State civetion of 200,081,

The Trensary Departisent will lssne an order for the
payment of the Junoary luterest on United States bonds
on anid after the 240 or 25th Inat., witlout rebate.

Li the House of Reprosentatives to-morrow, fn aceord-
ance with n previous order, culogics on the death of
Bpeascr Kerr will be deltvervd.

SCHRISTOPHER NORTH"

LECTURE BY JAMES T, FIELDS AT CHICKERING all.

James T. Fields gave his fourth * famliar
talk "' ut Chlckorkag Hall lust eventng, the waeet beliig
John Wilson, fumous s * Clirstophier North,” the Beotel
suthor, who, as Mr. Fields mald, on his own grond stood
with Kobert Burus and Walter Scott fn the history of his
vountey’s lterature.  To all literature, sald the lecturer
you will not find & more ardent enthosiast than Johi
Wilsou, DBetter to him was u wild spol on the beathor
thaa the pleasures of & palace.  His study, Hke Wornls-
worlli's, was In the open alr.  He was born May 19,

1785, s mother, Jooking futo her Jolu's large eyes,
used to may that her balrn had  bLrados  that be
wottll  ome  day know  how to  uee, An  he
grew  older  his  Interest  was  divided  between

books and open alr aports,  He Sad the depth of fechng
and pussion peculiar to a sensitive nature. When a boy
Be swooned ot bis futher's grave, AL 13 be was so swift
of foot aud strong of arm that his comrades stood in
awe of him, 1t was young John Wilson who gave to
Heott the unme of the Great Magiclan, and was the first
to see the poot in the lves of * Childe Harold's Pllgrim
age.” He fellin love before ho was 15, and e would
not have been o poet if be bad ot 1t tarned out wadly
for bim, sl the disappolutment had a bad wlvenes for
a time,  Graddaated trom Oxford with honer, ke sottied
at Elleray, wihlch Do Quineey cnllod the finest terr.ce
proapoct in England,  In 1600 he marrled Miss Jane

Penny. In 1820 be put forth lLis full strength
in  Blackwood’s  Magazine. Critlelsm to Wilson
wid the plensure o wmderstanding  the minds of

others, not lu ruling over thewn.  In his books and in his
ersays there wiss no hindoraoee to bis faney, e never
wore s neck-inudkerchief in bis life, and gloves on John
Wilson's hands would have been us supecfiinons as siile-
porkeis to a cherub on a tombstone. De tuineey lovid
the very sonnd of bis volee. He ealled on Wilsen for u
fow hoirs' visit ons day, ana_ stayed for a year

half. Wison, ss Profossor of Philosophy ot Edini
wis regurded by his puplls s bota tescher aod frie
He was entbusiastie and eloqueat, Thoe Setnrday lecty
after the death of bis wife; he broke down at an alins
to dewtl in lils lecture, and bending over his desk sobt
i Rousing nlmself, he said @ * tGent
Pt since we luat wet togother T have
Lie very valloy of the shadow of desth," A bishiful lover
of bis Isutiful dangtiter Eaitly sent her to Wilson to sue
for his favor, The father pluned o serup of paper o her
aleeve, kirsed ber, nnil tolil her to tako 0 tuas to ber
It bore this dedieation 1 With the author's com-
pliiments,”  Mr. Flelds visited Wilson 1 1547, seven
yonrs before Lis dentl. He talked Jovingly of A i
and of 1rving, Coopor, and I 1. Dous. For ceoentiie »
o swung s shitlelab and saue * 86 Patrick was o gintle-
man,” fur Mr. Fields's entertmument.  The lecturer eritd-
cisod bty his works, and deprecated  bis ealogy of
“ e dirty contonts of u blaek bottle ™ and the brutal
aports of the couse.

INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION,
et s
MEETING OF THE CODE COMMITTEE,

A meeting of the Exceutive Council of the
tnternitionnl Code Committes of Awerica was held at
the residence of Judge Chuarlee A. Peabody ln this cily
Inst evening. ‘The Secretary, A. P, Eprague, annonneed
that one of the oljeets of the meeting was the eleetion
of new members,  The fulruwln; among others, were
eleeted membera 1 Justices Bradley, Miller, and Hunl of
the United statos Supreme Court (other members of the
court being already mewmbers) ; Attoruey-General Taft,
Judge Thomas M. Cooley, Wm. B, Groesbeck, Clilof-
Justioe Bartol of Maryland, Chlet-Justice Beasley sud
Chancellur Runyon of New-Jersey, David A. Wells.

A letter from Charles Francls Adsms to the SBeeretary
was read, in which Mr. Adams, who I8 one ef the Viee-
Predtdents of the soclety, expressed his approval of the
movement toward fnternational law reform snd arbitra-
tion, but regretted that the eourse of the United Btatea
Government in distribnting the Genova Award was not
as fntended by the arbiters. A discassion npon the geo-
eral results of the work of the woclety followed, s which
David Dudln‘; Field, the President ol'r tho meeting, Judge
Peabody] an

Dr, Prime took 1t wan Lhe general
ywreased opinion that the tern question would be

ox|
utlﬂul without » t war, The next snoual coufer-
ence of tho genera intl d to bo I.nlnld

d The production of pay and telegrams are re-
fumdt it s belleved, upon assurances of protection from
Washington. Without the power of the Honse to Inforee
obedlence to ita process, the committes cannot discharge
its duty. The House should remaln in session. Have
Just recelved the following mevsage:

[The following ls the message in substunce] :

(The subpenas were served before the Invest)
which the committee bad been directed to mk%‘&ﬂ

begun, and before evidenoe had béen presented to
committes eitier that the persons nawed in the |||lape:hl:
had seut any % whatever, or that any messages

sent by them related to the subjecl matter of the investi-
. b appears to have been assumed persons

Iding bigh official positions under the Federal and
Stte Governments, aud otliers prominent in publie af-
!alubvew m the habit of sending messnges by tele-

s and wlt‘l:mu ltu;mpﬂux l.uhulcertaul if any of

ere material to the Invesdgation, the

offioers l.ll# ngents of this company bave sb:rn oomn-
manded tolay aside the business in which they sre en-
nped—to hecome sples and deteteives upon and inform-
ers mgulust the customers who bave reoosed In us the
vest confldenoes concerming both thelr oficlal and

hf‘lwv;tn urmuro. L . .

therclfore, been decided to deeline, very respect-
fully, to permit the employ ¢1 of this company 14{ pr:-ﬁuro
before any committes of either House of Congress m 8-
snges sent oF reeelved by the representatives of either
the De‘mncral.u: or the publican party, at least until
after Congress shiall have approved the subpenus of the
committecs and directed tnat thelr demands be en-
foreed,

The foillowing reply bas been sent :

NEw-OrLEaxs, Do, 15, 18706
WinLias Orrow, President of the Western Union Tele-
graph Company, Mewe-York ;

T have nothing to do with your motives for refusing to
obay the process of the Tlouse of Represenintives, My
duty will be |wrl'1=rlm'd by involking 1ts ald in theenforee-
ment of soch process, Hegrotting your refusal of in-
formation necessary to aseertain the whole truth as to
the Loulslans election, T am yours, respectfully,

Wu, K Mornisox,
—

LOUISIANA INVESTIGATION,
INTIMIDATION DY HEPUBLICANS—A COLOMED MAN
WHO HAS CHANGED IS MIND AROUT OUTRAGES,
New-Orreans, Dee. 15.—~The House Com-
mittee met in the ball of the Chamber of Commeree to-
day., Only witbosscs, couisel of Lhe parties, and persons
specially wvited were aduitted. Heory Carroll (eolored)
tostified:
1 reslila In Orlenns Parish, onthe right bank of the
cliy: was formerly n Bepub-
¥ unil voled for MeEuery in
¢ tleket this year, for which

wy Mo was threatencd  and « sttempts  made o
wurder me; o wan  was  abet  and  killed
on §Nov. 10, bavisg been  mistaken for g

the Gegroes bid been thicentened with all sorts of pun-
Lsbient o they votod the Demoeratie ticket; they were
Atohd that Gen. Slhoridan was cowing, and thit every
Deinoeratie negro would be ghot § they were warned also
that they and thelr ehitldren woukd be agnin ensinved if
they placed Domoerats o power, and  (ust they woilld
no longer have sebivols; some of the negroes 444 not de-
alre to vote, saylng iL was po use, 00 dia no good ;
they were Lold M they Jid not « thetr butes woull be
ek’ o i they would ses what come of it 1 made two
gpevelies during mpalgn, one wt Taulsburg and the
obier wt My, Blan ] wiille inaking the
1 s Trequently intervupied
w 1o that every Demoeratie
negio would wl nmd his heart ent out.

Wi, Ward (ealored) of Grant Parish testified that in
1574 e waa shot st and  struck on the head by Hepulbli-
cans beeaise he wanted fo run for the Legislature; he
was then a Bepublican and bad to leave the State be-
coniae Bie kuew too muel ; Dewees and Mathews told bim
of e i ot leave be wonld be killed; be romained out
of the Btate six mouths. e took his soat io the Logh L
vre i 1574, although be was fairly beaten at the pulls.
A paper written by witness eptitled, * History of the
Gatrages tn et tevor,” wam banded to lum. - Ward said
he wrote if, wiil belleved it to bo true ut the time beosnas
he Lad been so Informed by whites; be now knew better.
Tue comuitiee requested Ward to make such corvections
desieed and retuwn the papers te-worrow.  Ward 1s

at
I

s e
pow A Dvinoerat.

0. B, Morgan testified ;

I live In New-Ocleans ; tallied with Supervisor Ander-
son audGov, Kellogg before eleetion § Anderson didn’t
think 1t stfe to petarn o East Feliclaua, bor Gov, Kel-
Yoy Instructed me to reburn wtnd arrnnge o Ero
vole it twu or three Pl pil
Lagislntare ; talked w
Andorsat told me 1§
parish, voly o I

b Ve b sl ; on the
meeting day some en come to Atiderson's ofllee aud
onght W Do, but they diil not otherwise
{ einiin to be o Bepublican | was elerk ln the
e it was dischurged on Nuv, 104 fre-
‘istomn-dionse g rwand ; saw a nuniber of
persons ihere making ont waavits knew in some -
atnuees they were not o gecordsaes with the testitmony
given i regurd fo futimilatlon, &3 Che wittivsscs Were
WosEly negroes bronght bere by dbepity warshals from the
countey 3 1 taiked with Supery ior Clover of * Kast Baton
Baomgr, who said 1L was g able thero on the day of the

guented the

election, but Clover (il not ‘v msider it safe to remaly
Lhn

there witer Lhe election;
election that be bad throwt ont so

three Republieans to the Larginlintin
Bupeivisor Laeday of Lafongene bofore  and
wleetion ; Leday told me the parish was | DRI
It wortdd go wll Fight; be said s Wisa not b
twould throw out enodgn p
an: b sabid mothlog about lotimidation; 1
i Lo go before [he Congressiotl omimit-
place back m the Custow-

Clover tolld Morgnn afier
ixes il ele

wiis md v isad
teo, us L would poi get Wy
house If 1 testifled,

Jolin Petty, colored, tesatiflod that be resides in Alglers;

voted the Demoeratie tleket at the lute election; at-
tempts were sfterward mide on his life; he was sliot at
and beaten by colored men bechuse be voted the Demo-
erutle theket.

The Senate Committes will arrive to-night.

—
COLUMBIA QUIET.
NO CHANGE IN THE SITUATION —DEMOCHATS CAN-
NOTr YET AGREE ON A SENATOR.

Conumsia, 8. C., Dee. 15.=The Senate (Com-
mittoe, with the exeeption of Scnalor Merrimon, who
stopped on the way at Waleigh, urrived last nlght. Sen-
stor Merplmon I8 expected to-morrow morning, when
the eommitten will proceed to work,

The House Commitice exaitned several witnesses to-
day, and bave obtained returns from nearly all the pre-
einets except about 10, which will bo supplied by teati-
mony.

W, I, Simpson, the Democratio elaimant as Tdeutenant-
Governor, to-day sent & fetier Lo the Benate elalming his

election and demanding his seat as presiding offlcer of
that bedy, The letter was reuil and referred to the Ju-
diclary Committoy for report. Another ballot was taken
to-day for United Stites Senator by the Democrats in
Jotut sesslon. Tho vote was sosttoring aud resulted in

uo chotoe.
i
AN IMPETUOUS VIRGINTAN,
GEN. B, T, JOHNSON INTRODUCES VIOLENT RESO-
LUTIONS TO THE LEGISLATURY.

Ricistosn, Vi, Dee. 15.—In the Senate to-
day considerable debate resulted from the introduction
by Senator Bradley T. Jolhnson of along preamble with
resolutions soiting forth the state of affairs In South
Carolins, denouncing the Federal authorithes In un-
mensurod terma, and tendering to the people of that State
and to Gov, Hampton Virginia's thanks for thelr forbear-
ance and herolsm, and sympathizing with them iu the
sufferings they have endured in upholding the prinelples
of free government ns ombodied {n the Constitution of
the United States. The resclutions were finally lald over.

—
FLORIDA.

TarrAnAssee, Dee. 15.—~The Congressional
Committee Is still st work on Leon County, but appears
to work slowly. The Repubiioans have o pled most of
the day and have submitted little in rebuttal of the

Wi
Aug, 21, 1877, and the |

at Antwerp, Belgi
Nt ¢ delegation from Amerioa.

was 10 send a strong

TELEGRAFPHIC NOTES. of

Me., Dee, 16.—Duri al
o it e, N SR 2
Wonorsten, Mass, Dec. 15.—In Hubbardston
. W 0 thrown from &
y% A H Ms'l“ years, was

4 ¥ day. The Sup Court will re-
assemble in the morning and the mandamus case be
taken up for argument and declslon, Everytling ia quiet
aod dull,

e
MEETING OF THE DEPOSITORS OF A BROKEN
B

ANK.

F. Thompeon, receiver of the Abingdon
Square Savings Bank, stated yesterday that a dividend
of 25 per cent would probably be declnred soon. Bince
September he hud recetved §10,000, but money Was
realized very slowly on the sasels, a8 the greater part
was real estate. At & meeting of & committeo of the
depositors last nigbt, ot No. 345 Wess Eighteentht. It
was stated that the trustees are arrangements to

that the Hanover Bank note of £15,000 has beeu paid by
the trustees, That the depositors were kept in ignorance

of the real condition of the bank is diseovered in the fol-
lowing extraet from a eatalogue cireulated up to the :ﬁ

of insolveney : * All money safel invested in

mortgnges and mwmm’ru wlslr'.' ludmu!t{ te deposi-
tors beyond the security mentioned. guaran by the
and trustees b&:pwtul depoaits for that purpose.”

Mee
'r!"ldu ::ulma Dbonrs rea of all the officers and
trustees. The trustees depositors will probubly bold
a conference In o few days.

SOUTHERN TOWNS 1N FLAMES.

BOLIVAR, TENN.,, NEARLY DESTROYED,

A 1088 OF $200,000—THE ORIGIN OF THE FIRE AT
TRIBUTED TO AN INCENDIARY,

Mexpms, Tenn., Dee. 15.—A dispateh from
Bolivar, Tenn.. saya: This morning about 2 o'clook &
fire was dlscovervd In the saloon of Osborn & Co,, at the
nortl-west eorner of the square. The bullding being of
wood the flames sproud with great rapidity, Every build-
ing in the square was burned.  Thenes the flre crossed
an alley weat of the old Methodist Chureh, and the wind
being south carried the fames seross Market-at. The old
Jail, and an old dwelling-house owned by Mr. Miller, dis-
tant a square south of the point where the firs origl-
nated, were also eonsumed. They were unoeccupled
The Poat-OMice ond the Express offices were burned.
Tue losses will ageregate $200,000; the iosurance
amounts to about $20,000, Very little of the stoeks of
goods wos saved, Twenty-two houses n all were
burned. The fire ls supposed to have been the work of

an Inceudiary.

rmifi——
THE LITTLE ROCK CONFLAGRATION.
LOSSFR REACHING $£140,000, WITH INSURANCES OF
£50,000,

Lirrre Rock, Ark., Dee, 15.—The spread of
the terrible conflagration which visited thiscity Lust
night was stopped at midnight, when it was confined to
two squarcs between Markham-st, and the river. The
loss, a8 near as can be aseertnined, in $140,000, and in-
suranes about £50,000, The fire eaught in the elty lee-
house, owned by M, D, MeCable, valued at #2,000, and
in it was stored 1,000 worth of llquors, owned by N.
Kuplerl. The following are among the loaers :

Metropolitan Hotel, owned by Dr. R L. Dodge and by
persons reshling st Lexington, Ky , 35,000 ; Insuranee,
§20,000, Adams & Desson, lossees, furniture, $6,000
\nsured. 1. D, Gleason, restaurant, §10,000; nn in-
surance. The Merchants' National Bank moved their

money to the Bouthern Expreas Offios, also their books
ju ddndlv vee, but lost £5,000 on furnitinre ; no lnsuranee.
In Etoddart Block, Augelo and John Marre, hotel, $1,500;
no Insiianee 3 B, Warmser, clgar stand, $300; Thomas
Seort, billiard hall, $2,300; Insuoance, gou. Tnacon &
Peal, intelligence office, $300. On Didge Row, wwued
by . r. Dodgy, there is & loss of §15,000 on the buliding,
and no Insuranee,
Fulling walls injared several perzons, amomg them
Martimer Baker, fatally, and — PLillips, dungoronsly,
The wind providentially went down, which was all that

)

There is now no first-class hotel in the eity. The work
of rebmlding began to-day. The Grand Opers House
wis on fien thls morning, but the flames were subdued
and the binlding saved. Yesterday the reshdence of
Fdward Babenck, with stables and entlre con ciits, Wis
destroved by fire. The loss s $5,000, on which there
wis no lnsorauce.

THE FIRE RECORD.
———
A BROOKLYN BHREWERY BURNED,
In the stable of Urhond’s brewery, at Scholes-
st. and Bustiwick-ave., Brovklyn, & fire broke outat 7
. yesterday, cansing o loss of $300 on the stablde,

The fivemen, on guing throungh the bailding, fonnd
Canrlis Sehweltzer, u driver, ru bed, suffocated by the

swioke and Hawmes,

AT MILLVILLE, N. J.

On Wednesday the packing and storing house
of Whitall, Tatumn & Co., glass masufacturers at Mill-
ville, N. T, waa toliily destroyed by fire. The loss s le-
tween $0,000 sud $7,000,

A -
ON BTATEN ISLAND,

A barn, owned by Mrs. Dicton, on Caroline-
st.. Wost Brighton, 8. L, was tota ly destroyed by fire
yesterday, with ita contenta, valued at #2400 This
msakes the fourth barn that has been burned on Staten
Teland with'n the past fonr weeks, and it is thought that
they were all willfully set on five,

e idan
FLOURING MILLS BURNED,

gax Fravcisco, Dee. 15.—1The Capital Flonr-
Inge Mill of this eity, Deming, Palmer & Ca,, proprivtors,
was partinlly destroyed by fire last night. The loss is
$25,000 ; lnsured for imlf that sum.

i
FIRE IN WM. M. EVARTS'S HOUSE.

A fire occurred last night in the dwelling of
William M, Fvifrts, at No. 231 Second-uve., which, how-
ever, wus promptly extinguisbed, s Gamage of only $25

belug sustamed.

WHAT TO DO WITI THE LATERAL CANALS,
|BY TELEGRAFH TO THE TRIBUNE.|

ArmaNy, Dee. 15.—The Lateral Canal Com-
miisslon met ot the Delavan House to<day and examiued
Divislon Engineer Charles A, Sweet npon the geueral
subiject which they have under investigation. He tnought
the Black River Canal should be retained ag o feeder,
batt the rest shonld be solil, -
1t 1= understood that the commission have already
wgroed upon thelr report, threo of them favoring the sale
of all tha laterals, and the remoining wmember, Mr.
Wirner Miller, dissenting. He will prescut a minority
ropott, nrguing thas they should be retaloed and im-
proved for nuvigation. The commission will probabiy
Lold only one or two more meetings, sud thosc only to

revise theirjlinal reporta,
——

ARREST OF BURGLARS AT COHOES.

Comnons, N. Y., Dee. 15.—At 3 o'clock this
morning five burglars were surprised by offleers while at
work on the safo In the depot of the New-York Central
auid Huilson River Rallrond Compavy, in this city, A
eautions ndvanee was mude and the building surronnded
pefore the outside wateh eould give those fn the bu'lding
warning. As Sergt. Hodgson oponed the door of the
depot » voleo orled, * Bhoot,” Stmultancously a shot
was fired, the ball passing throngh the offieer’s clothing
andl grozing the skin, An immedinte asssult was mude,
and twonty shots were exehanged before the desperate
men sucoumbed, Two were caught. but the other three
excuped. Onbelng conveyed to the station-house they
were ldontifled as ** Dan” Hayes of Colioed and * Tom ™

Hagerty of Troy, both well-known ertminaln. Hsgvrtlv.
bl recelved o wound, tuking off ot io the bowels, while
will prove fatal, Hayes was un harmed,

The hurglars ulm-tmt to secure s large sum of money,
which they mistakenly supposed was in the safe. This
14 supposell to be the musked gang which hus been op-
erating 8o saceesstully in this vicinity.

LaTkR.—Hagerty, the wounded burglar, dled this after-
noon,

———

WHAT TO DO WITH THE CENTENNIAL SURPLUS.

Pumaperpiia, Dee. 15, —A bill in equity
was to-day filed in the United States Clreait Court, Judge
Caudwaluder, by W. H, Rawle, eaq., In bebalf of the Cen-
tonnial Board of Finanee, agatnat Joseph Patterson and
Henry Lewis of Pennsylvania, John Gill of New-Jersey,
the Btate National Bank of Comden, and George Eyster,
Assistant Treasurer of the United States at Philadelphin.
The bill aays that the totul awount of subseriptions re-
celved by the board amounted to $2,400,000, and
after the payment of debts there remalns for
distribation about $2,000,000, There were no profits

dorived from the Exhibition, and the sald balance ia in-
ufticlent to pay the stockbolders. The defendants clain
the balance shoukl be disiril pro_rats the
ereditors of the Board, and Asststaut Treasurer Lister
eluimn for the Guvernment $1,600,000 out of the said

balanoe. The say they have no interest whatever
in the sald bulance, but in order to be protectod in the
premises they pray the eourt to order the claiming

padd, and to decide thelr righta by &

tles o inte
m dispose of

ree as in Chancery, the Board offering to
the fund iu the mean a8 Lhe may dir

A FIGHT WITH NEGROES IN NEW-ORLEANS,

New-Orreans, ¥ee. 15,—A row occurred
between W, Young, mate of the steamboat Polntevent,'
and two colored men to<day. Young ordered the negroes

GENERAL FOREIGN NEWS.

THE EUROPEAN CONFERENCE, »
GREATER DISCEETION ALLOWED THE RUSSIAN EM-
BASSADOR — PAGIFIO  ASSURANCES — RUBGIAN
AGENTS AT WORK IN BULGARIA. - i
Pauis, Friday, Dee. 15, 1878,

This evening Le Temps announces that the
Russtan Embassador in Paris has received a lotter from
Prinee Gortehukall declaring that Russis's lnsrustions
t Gen. Ignatieff, the Rnssian Plenipotentiary st the
Eastern Conference, will show that she has not arrived
st an irrevoeable deelsion. The movements of Ruaian
troops should not cause sarprise. The Minister of War
merely wished to prepare himsell while diplomacy
endeavoring to aveld a confliet, i

CoNSTANTINOPLE, Friday, Dee. 15, 1878,

The preliminary confercnces will sud to-day or to-moe-
row, and the formal Conference will probably begin nexs
week,

The Greek population of Turkey has presented an ad-
dreas to the Purte, expressing devotion to the Govern-
ment of Turkey, but at the same time protesting against
Itt;:rannn‘ concessivns exclusively to the Slave populs

The Governorof the Vilayetof the Danube basad-
dressed g dlspateh to the Grand Vizler announcing thas
Hussian ngents are endeavoring to Induce the Bulgark
ans to present an  address to the Conference demanding
Russiun occupation.

CoxstaNTiNOFLE, Friday, Dee, 15, 1876.

The next sitting of the preliminary conference will be
held on Monday. There was uo sitting to-day.

Loxpos, Baturday, Dee. 18, 1876,

The Standard’s Vienus dispatch reports that Bervis
has requested Russia to commission Gen, Ignatiefl to
represont Bervin at the confercnec.

A Vienna telegram says the sanitary condition of the
army of Bouthern Russia (s hot satisfuctory, Many sol-
dicrs are on the sick-ist in consequence of fatigue and
exposure during long rallway journeya. Chest com-
plaints are prevulent in the eamps,

_—
JULES BIMON CORDIALLY SUPPORTED.
Paris, Fritay, Deo. 15, 18786,

The declaration in the Chamber of Depu-
tics yesterday by M. Julvs Slwon, Prosident of the Coun-
efl and Minister of the Ioterior, regarding his policy, Is
recelved favorably by nearly all the papers. The Repub-
ligque Franecaise npproves the minlstorial programme un-
qualificdly, and says: * The declarations made by M.
Slwon are excellont nnd of & nature to satisfy and re-
nasure publio opluion. They Justify the expoctation of &
new ern,”

e —

THE BELGIAN BANK FRAUDS.
Loxpox, Friday, Dee. 15, 1876.

A Brussels telegram says: *“ The loss to the
Unlen du Crédit Bank by the defaleation of its President
Is esthmated to be §800,000. The manager attempted
sulelde but did not d. The ab ding President is

named Merique. Before leavin wrote seek-
::mluux:-l.ﬂln Il'é. o) i:;mIanl:;qur.lfni ?ﬂd he mw

0 comiuit suieide. son-in-lnw, who has jost returned
frow Poaris, soys that M. Morigue s u that 5‘1;1."

———
THE MEXICAN DISTURBANCES,

BrowxssviLLe, Dee. 15,—~Gen. Rocha, who
was recently sent as Minister to Berlin, hus returnsd
here with Gen. Quesada of Cuba, Intending to eapture
Matumoros for the Iglesias party. Gen. Revuclias is
atill in commuanid there, and is levying foreed lonns. The
Ao o hs ehory. Toude 1 paralyscd, td Svery
one longs Iurummml?'ﬁot wdet“ PUrsiyss, M-S

DL

FOREIGN NOTES,

Maorin, Dee. 15.—Gen. Moriones has been
appointed Governor of the Phllippine Isianda.

Rowme, Dee. 15.—The relations of Spain and
the Vatican are not very friendly, prineipally in conse-
&Ii:rr?&. of tho dispute relative to the Itallun church la

VensatLies, Dee. 15.~The Chamber ot
‘[-):pulkﬂ to-duy conflrmed the reflecilon of M. Mun, s

ericuliat, who was wnsent
I3 Gasios GF the clerycr b bie At cleotions T o wedue

» S e e e

OBITUARY.
S
GEN. JAMER A. HARDIE,

The death of Inspector-General James A.
Hardie, which ocenrred on Thursday night in Washing
ton, s much deplored by officers of the army. He was
appointed as a cadet from New-York to the Military
Academy in 1838, nud graduated In 1843, with Grant,
Franklin, Augur, Fred. Btecle, and Ingalis, He com-
manded the 4th Regimant of New-York Volantesrs in the

Mexiean war, and ginee that time performed

varjous \mrtl(mn of the sounntry, snd fl: the late ::‘:
oan ald=<le-camp to both Gena. MeClollan and Wool. Hs
wis dlso same time on the staff of Gen. Buroside.  [a
Murch, 1863, be waa breveted Major-General for falth-
ful, meritorions, and distivguished services In the Ine
spector-General’s Department of the army.,

Wasningron, Dee. 15.—A telegram was re-
celved to-day by the Court of Alabama Claims announe-
ing the death at Councll Blulfs, Iowa, of Judge Caleb
Baldwin, a member of the court. Judge Baldwin was

potnted by President Grant in J
rnu- m-m-,u of the court na onﬁgﬁéﬁﬁmz

o
L
hnd talten un sotive part in ita labors.

A FREIGHT COMBEINATION DIS80! YED.*
The New-York agent of the North-Western
Dispateh Freight Combluation over the Erie, Atlantie
und Great Western, and Baltimore and Oblo Rallroads,

)’l'lit‘l‘l’:l“‘l m]uruln; :ﬂhlatiml ordefs from the ml‘l
manneer to close up ness of the corpor
i S R S Bt
sbunided. Cootin 0w
to Lo the reason of this step. o
e ———

BERIONS RAILROAD ACCIDENT.
CixciNatr, Ohio, Dee. 15.—The Commers
cinl's Lafuyette, Indifna, special says an excursion
train, couslsting of enginoe and one coach, on the Clneoin-
natl, Lafayette, and Chicago Kailroad, was thrown from
the track six miles west of Lafayette to<lay, by a broken

driving wheel, * The eoach wna thrown down a 30 fees
;-mlu;almnul»utt. hl.nlllng uvsr three thmwes in 18 desccnt,
ireaKin uto Ml

g &uhﬂgpﬁmn more or less soverely bruis

REVERELY INJURED DY A COLORED WOMAN.

Charles Laiferty engaged in an altercation
with a colored wotnan, SBarah Blreb, st No. 103 Mercer-
#t., late lnst night, aod wos severely punished. He was
struck over the head with a chalr in the hands of his
antagonist, knocked down a fMlight of stairs, and recelved
o broken leg und severs injurtes on the tace,

e ————
OF THF NEW GOVERNOREZOF OON-
NEUTICUT.

Hawrrorp, Dee. 15.—Governor-eleet Hub-
bard has annoanced the following staff:  Adjutant-Gene-
ral, Gen. Willlam B, Frunkiin of Hartford; Quarter-
wester-General, Gen. Durios N, Couch of Norwalk ; Par-

master-General, Col, Edward E. Bradley of New-Haven
Alngde-Camp, Harlon P. Hurris salisbury ..J
George Wnrrgh. u;:m:d. of Putnoeum,

—_————

PRISONERS LIBERATED BY MASKED MEN.,

LovursviLLe, Ky., Dee. 15, —Five men charged
with murder were liverated from  the Jail at Bardstown,
Ky., at 20'clock this morning. Advices to Louwwville

daueﬁ':luluy 5?:1{’ ten t:::ﬁd ::m openullhar cells
after uing ad nneo on tense of inear-
ceruting a prisoner just arres .

BTAFF

NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVEN-
TION, ’

Coxcorp, N. H., Dee. 15.—The Constitus

tional Canvention to-day adopted amendments providing

that “mn'.n“hd !rmnnﬂubm shall not be made for

TERAONE, that woney “.,m

ated for mmhnpa:hull. el
e ——

CAPT. OSTROM HEARS FROM ENGLAND.
Srracuse, Dec. 15,—Capt. Ostrom of the
Cornell crew haa received officlal Information of the

declination of the erows to row the proposed
fouroared race on the in August. .
 ——— "

ESCAPE OF CONVICTS, ;
I, T Lo
prisoners near L b
day. Theic aTIOS % Hive not yet Dot recupIare:
— y
Srisaoy Coun. Dee, 16.~Tho Rep
g' 185 guna o mﬁmn

3




